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REASSESSMENT  OF  THE  EDMONTON 


TRANSPORTATION  AND  UTILITY  CORRIDOR 


STATEMENT  BY  THE 
HONOURABLE  KEN  KOWALSKI 
MINISTER  OF  THE  ENVIRONMENT 


GOOD  AFTERMOON.  17  IS  A GREAT  PLEASURE  TODAY  70  BE  ABLE  70  SPEAK  WITH 
YOU  ABOUT  A MAJOR  GOOD  NEWS  ITEM  FOR  THE  EDMONTON  REGION  ...  THE 
REASSESSMENT  OF  THE  EDMONTON  TRANSPORTATION/UTILITY  CORRIDOR  HAS  BEEN 
COMPLETED  AND  I AM  NOW  IN  A POSITION  TO  PROVIDE  DETAILS  OF  THE  EXTENT 
AND  7 HE  L0CA7 ION  OF  1 HE  CORRIDOR,  AS  AD0P7ED  IN  PRINCIPLE  BY  CABINE7 
OF  7HIS  PROVINCIAL  G0VERNMEN7 . 

7 HE  7RANSPOR7A7 ION  AND  U7IL1TY  CORRIDOR  IS  7HE  END  RESUL7  OF  A MAJOR 
PLANNING  PROCESS  7HA1  HAS  INVOLVED  SEVERAL  DEPARTMENTS  OF  THE 
PROVINCIAL  GOVERNMENT  AS  WELL  AS  THE  CITIES  OF  EDMONTON,  ST.  ALBERT 
AND  SHERWOOD  PARK.  THE  PROCESS  HAS  INVOLVED  DE7AILED  TECHNICAL 
ANALYSIS  AND  ...  AS  YOU  CAN  SEE  BY  THE  REPORTS  AND  MAPS  BEFORE  ME  . . . 
THIS  WORK  HAS  BEEN  EXTREMELY  THOROUGH. 

THE  RESULT  IS,  IN  MY  VIEW,  AN  EXCELLENT  EXAMPLE  OF  HOW  WE  CAN  CONSERVE 
LAND  AND  RESOURCES,  INCREASE  THE  EFFICIENCY  OF  OUR  URBAN  SERVICES, 
PROTECT  THE  ENVIRONMENT,  AND  ENHANCE  THE  QUALITY  OF  LIFE  FOR  ALBER7ANS 
...  THROUGH  CAREFUL  AND  CONSCIENTIOUS  LONG-RANGE  PLANNING  ...  AND  BY 
MAKING  SOME  DIFFICULT  DECISIONS  IN  THE  PRESENT  FOR  THE  BENEFIT  OF 


FUTURE  GENERATIONS 


- 2 - 


LET  ME  GIVE  YOU  SOME  EXAMPLES  OF  HOW  THE  CORRIDOR  CONCEPT  HAS 
BENEFITED,  AND  WILL  CONTINUE  TO  BENEFIT,  CITIZENS  OF  THE  EDMONTON 
REGION. 

FIRST,  THE  CORRIDOR  PROVIDES  A BASIS  FOR  CONSISTENTLY  MANAGING 
TRANSPORTATION  AND  UTILITY  REQUIREMENTS.  IT  ALLOWS  US  TO  CONCENTRATE 
ESSENTIAL  SERVICES  IN  A TIGHTLY  CONTROLLED  AND  DEFINED  AREA,  AND 
REDUCE  THE  AMOUNT  OF  LAND  REQUIRED  FOR  UTILITY  DEVELOPMENT.  ALSO,  THE 
LAND  NEEDED  TO  BUFFER  THESE  USES  FROM  OTHER  TYPES  OF  URBAN  DEVELOPMENT 
...  SUCH  AS  RESIDENTIAL  AND  COMMERCIAL  ...  AS  WELL  AS  THE 
ENVIRONMENTAL  IMPACTS  ASSOCIATED  WITH  UTILITIES,  WILL  BE  REDUCED  BY 
THE  CORRIDOR  CONCEPT. 

AN  ADDITIONAL  BENEFIT  IS  THAT  UTILITIES  ARE  GENERALLY  LOCATED  EITHER 
UNDER  OR  ABOVE  GROUND.  THIS  PROVIDES  A VAST  AMOUNT  OF  LAND  WITH 
POTENTIAL  FOR  DEVELOPMENT  AS  'GREEN  SPACE'  OR  'RECREATIONAL'  AREAS. 
THE  OPPORTUNITY  EXISTS  TO  USE  THIS  SPACE  TO  ENHANCE  BOTH  THE  VISUAL 
APPEAL  OF  OUR  URBAN  AREAS,  AS  WELL  AS  OUR  ENJOYMENT  OF  THEM. 

IN  ORDER  TO  REALLY  UNDERSTAND  THE  BENEFITS  OF  THE  CORRIDOR  APPROACH, 
IT  MAKES  SENSE  TO  IMAGINE  HOW  DIFFERENT  THIS  REGION  WOULD  BE  WITHOUT 
IT.  FOR  EXAMPLE,  IF  THE  TWO  LEVELS  OF  GOVERNMENT  HAD  NOT  WORKED 
TOGETHER  TO  ESTABLISH  THE  RESTRICTED  DEVELOPMENT  AREA  IN  1974,  IT  IS 
LIKELY  THAT  TWO  OR  THREE  TIMES  THE  LAND  WOULD  BE  REQUIRED  FOR 
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UTILITIES.  THIS  LAMD  WOULD  HAVE  10  BE  PURCHASED  AT,  YOU  CAN  WELL 
IMAGINE,  A SIGNIFICANTLY  INCREASED  COST  TO  THE  TAXPAYER.  IN  ADDITION, 
IT  IS  UNLIKELY  1HAT  SERVICES  COULD  BE  CONCENTRATED  IN  A DEFINED  AREA 
...A  SITUATION  WHICH  WOULD  INCREASE  THE  NEGATIVE  IMPACTS  OF  UTILITY 
DEVELOPMENT.  IT  WOULD  ALSO  SERIOUSLY  LIMIT  THE  TRANSPORTATION 
EFFICIENCY  OF  THE  EDMONTON  REGION,  A FACTOR  THAT  AFFECTS  NOT  ONLY 
LIVABILITY  AND  CONVENIENCE,  BUT  ALSO  ECONOMIC  DEVELOPMENT  POTENTIAL. 

BY  ANTICIPATING  AND  PLANNING  FOR  FUTURE  GROWTH  WE  HAVE  BEEN  ABLE  TO 
CONTRIBUTE  SUBSTANTIALLY  TO  EFFICIENT  AND  APPROPRIATE  USE  OF  LAND  ... 
AS  WELL  AS  TO  THE  MARKETABILITY  OF  THIS  REGION  AND  THE  QUALITY  OF  LIFE 
FOR  ITS  CITIZENS. 

I AM  PLEASED  TO  BE  ABLE  TO  REPORT  THAT  THE  PROVINCIAL  GOVERNMENT  HAS 
ALREADY  PURCHASED  TWO-THIRDS  ...  SOME  7,730  ACRES  ...  OF  THE  LAND 
REQUIRED  FOR  THE  EDMONTON  TRANSPORTATION  AND  UTILITY  CORRIDOR.  IN 
ADDITION,  THE  GOVERNMENT  IS  COMMITTED  TO  ACQUISITION  OF  THE  REMAINING 
REQUIRED  LANDS  AS  SOON  AS  POSSIBLE. 

SINCE  1974,  WHEN  THE  FIRST  LEG  OF  THE  EDMONTON  TRANSPORTATION  AND 
UTILITY  CORRIDOR  WENT  INTO  PLACE,  THE  GOVERNMENT  HAS  APPROVED  ABOUT 
120  KILOMETRES  OF  PIPELINE  AND  POWERLINE  INSTALLATIONS.  THE  FIRST 
PHASE  OF  THE  RING  ROAD  IS  NOW  UNDER  CONSTRUCTION  BETWEEN  WHITEMUD 
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DRIVE  AND  HIGHWAY  16.  BY  MAKING  ASSURED  ALIGNMENTS  AVAILABLE  FOR  THE 
RING  ROAD  AS  WELL  AS  FOR  PIPELINES,  POWERLINES  AND  OTHER  UTILITIES, 
THE  CORRIDOR  WILL  CONTINUE  TO  PROVIDE  THESE  IMPORTANT  BENEFITS  TO  THE 
CITY  FOR  GENERA! IONS.  I BELIEVE  THAT  WHEN  1HE  TRANSPORTATION  UTILITY 
CORRIDOR  1$  FULLY  DEVELOPED  AND  THE  CAPITAL  REGION  HAS  EXPANDED  BEYOND 
THE  RING,  THE  CORRIDOR  WILL  BE  SEEN  AS  A MAJOR  ACHIEVEMENT  AND  A KEY 
ELEMENT  IN  THE  CITY'S  TRANSPORTATION  AND  RECREATION  SYSTEMS. 

I AM  VERY  PLEASED  TO  BE  ABLE  TO  BETTER  DEFINE  THE  DETAILS  OF  LOCATION 
AND  EXTENT  AND,  THEREBY,  TO  REMOVE  THE  UNCERTAINTY  THAT  HAS  TROUBLED 
SOME  AFFECTED  INTERESTS.  THE  COMPLETION  AND  ADOPTION  OF  THE  CORRIDOR 
CONCEPT  WILL  NOW  PROVIDE  THE  DESIRED  CERTAINTY  TO  THESE  LANDOWNERS  ... 
AND  THE  TOTAL  AREA  OF  14,800  ACRES  CURRENTLY  INCLUDED  IN  THE  CORRIDOR 
WILL  SOON  BE  REDUCED  TO  11,500  ACRES,  AS  A RESULT  OF  THE  REASSESSMENT. 

1 AM  SYMPATHETIC  TO  CONCERNS  PREVIOUSLY  EXPRESSED  BY  SOME  LANDOWNERS 
ABOUT  LACK  OF  CERTAINTY  REGARDING  THE  CORRIDOR  REFINEMENT,  BUT  THE 
PURPOSE  OF  OUR  APPROACH  HAS  ALWAYS  BEEN  TO  ACHIEVE  THE  BEST  LONG-TERM 
RESULT  AND  TO  ENSURE  THAT  NO  ONE  HAS  HAD  AN  UNFAIR  ADVANTAGE  THROUGH 
PRIOR  KNOWLEDGE.  THOROUGH  GOVERNMENT  REVIEW  OF  THE  REASSESSMENT 
INFORMATION  PROVIDED  BY  OUR  CONSULTANT,  STEWART,  WEIR  AND  ASSOCIATES, 
HAS  ALSO  BEEN  IMPORTANT  TO  ENSURING  THAT  OUR  DECISIONS  ABOUT  LOCATION 
AND  EXTENT  OF  THE  CORRIDOR  ARE.  IN  THE  BEST  LONG-TERM  INTERESTS  OF  THIS 
COMMUNITY  ...  AND,  MAKE  THE  BEST  USE  OF  AVAILABLE  RESOURCES.  WHAT  WE 
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HAVE  FINALLY  ACHIEVED  IS  A MAJOR  BENEFIT  TO  ALL  CITIZENS  OF  THIS 
REGION. 

IT  IS  THE  GOVERNMENTS  INTENTION  TO  CARRY  OUT  A LEGAL  SURVEY  OF  THE 
NEW  EDMONTON  TRANSPORTATION  AND  UTILITY  CORRIDOR  BOUNDARY  AS  SOON  AS 
POSSIBLE.  THIS  WILL  FACILITATE  FUTURE  LAND  PURCHASES  AS  WELL  AS 
ONGOING  LAND  USE  PLANNING  ADJACENT  TO  THE  EDMONTON  TRANSPORTATION  AND 
UTILITY  CORRIDOR.  IT  WILL  ALSO  MAKE  IT  POSSIBLE  FOR  PRIVATE  LANDS 
THAT  ARE  OUTSIDE  ThE  CORRIDOR  TO  BE  REMOVED  FROM  THE  RESTRICTED 
DEVELOPMENT  AREA.  SOME  OF  THE  LEGAL  SURVEY  WORK  ON  CROWN  LANDS  HAS 
ALREADY  BEEN  COMPLETED  AND  WE  ANTICIPATE  THAT  THE  SURVEY  OF  REMAINING 
LANDS  WILL  BE  COMPLETED  IN  1968. 

I AM  VERY  PROUD  OF  THE  FORESIGHT  DEMONSTRATED  BY  THIS  PARTICULAR 
PROJECT  ...  BY  TAKING  ACTION  NOW  WE  HAVE  BEEN  ABLE  TO  CONSERVE  OUR 
LAND,  TO  USE  IT  WISELY,  AND  TO  PASS  ON  THE  BENEFITS  OF  CAREFUL 
PLANNING  TO  FUTURE  GENERATIONS. 
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EDMONTON  TRANSPORTATION/UTILITY  CORRIDOR  (TUC) 


CREATION  OF  RESTRICTED  DEVELOPMENT  AREAS  (Edmonton  & Sherwood  Park  West) 

REASONS:  In  the  early  1970's  there  were  concerns  with  pollution  and 
mcompatabil  ity  of  land  use  requiring  buffering  between  refinery  row  & 
Sherwood  Park.  There  was  increasing  proliferation  of  pipelines  and  need 
for  still  more  secure  right-of-way  into  and  out  of  refinery  row. 

The  Athabasca  Tar  Sands  Corridor  Study,  completed  in  1974,  strongly 
reconmended  multiple  use  corridors  to  the  government. 

Since  the  1 950's  a ring  road  right-of-way  had  been  sought  around 
Edmonton,  but  three  proposed  locations  had  been  abandoned  and  moved 
outward  due  to  lack  of  right-of-way  protection  from  encroaching 
development. 


RDA  ESTABLISHMENT:  The  RDAs  around  Edmonton  went  into  place  in  stages  (by 
regulation  pursuant  to  the  Environment  Act) 

Sherwood  Park  West  Feb.,  1974 
Edmonton  North  Leg  Oct.,  1974 
SW  Edmonton  River  Crossing  Oct.,  1974 
Edmonton  West  Leg  May,  1975 

Edmonton  South  Leg  Sept.,  1 976  (re-established  in  Nov.,  1 977  after 
changes  to  the  Environment  Act) 


PURPOSES/BENEFITS  OF  TRANSPORTATION/UTILITY  CORRIDORS 


Conservation  of  developable  land  (by  concentrating  facilities). 

Limiting  environmental  impact  of  facility  construction  to  TUC. 

Efficiency  of  right-of-way  acquisition  (by  one  agency  rather  than  many 
private  companies). 

Safety  (facilities  in  easily  recognizable  area). 

Assured  alignments  into /out  of /around  the  City. 

Land  use  certainty  (adjacent  developers  know  where  major  facilities  will 
be  located). 

Opportunities  for  compatible  secondary  land  use  (e.g.,  recreation). 


TUC  PROGRAM  IMPLEMENTATION 

1 977  - work  began  on  first  conceptual  plans:  Coordinating  and  Technical 
Committees  established  (including  Government  departments  and 
municipalities,  AGT,  Transportation , ERCB,  Can.  Petroleum  Assoc., 
Edmonton  Power,  NUL  and  TransAlta) 

1979  - based  on  committee  recommendations  the  first  TUC  conceptual  plans 
were  completed. 
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1979  - 1 984  - many  facilities  put  in  place;  additional  in-house  work  on 
TUC  drainage,  access,  and  secondary  land  use.  The  N. E.  Pipeline 
Penetrator  Corridor  was  established  (1982)  and  much  of  the  land  for  it 
acqui red. 

1984/85  - Stewart/Weir  Reassessment  Study:  With  the  economic  turndown  it 
was  decided  that  TUC  land  requirements  needed  re-evaluation.  The 
Reassessment  involved  extensive  liaison  with  all  levels  of  government  and 
with  many  industry  representati ves.  On  this  basis  the  1979  TUC  design 
was  refined.  Projected  land  requirements  in  Edmonton  were  reduced  from 
14,800  Acres  to  11,500  acres. 

The  main  product  of  the  Reassessment  was  highly  detailed  and  accurate 
mapping  to  provide  a basis  for  ongoing  planning. 

As  a follow-up  to  the  Reassessment,  the  Government  is  now  surveying  the 
new  TUC  boundary,  and  will  be  removing  the  RDA  caveat  from  lands  no 
longer  required  for  the  TUC.  This  work  will  be  carried  on  over  the  next 
year  at  an  estimated  cost  of  $450,000.  All  RDA  landowners  are  being 
advised  of  the  effects  of  the  new  boundary  on  their  property. 


TUC  FACILITIES 


Since  establishment,  approximately  120  kilometers  of  pipelines  and 
powerlines  have  been  put  into  the  corridor.  Also,  in  1984  the  City  of 
Edmonton  received  a $3  million  grant  for  ring  road  planning.  The  first 
phase  of  the  ring  road,  from  Whitemud  Drive  to  Stony  Plain  Road  is  now 
under  construction. 

The  vast  majority  of  land  in  the  TUC  is  under  productive  use  through 
agricultural  leases  and  leases  for  secondary  land  uses  such  as  storage, 
garden  plots  and  various  recreational  activities. 


TUC  STATISTICS 

Edmonton  RDA  18,700  acres 

Edmonton  TUC  (before  reassessment)  14,800  acres 
(after  reassessment)  11  ,500  acres 

Land  acquired  in  Edmonton  TUC  - 7730  ac.  = 67%  of  TUC  requirements 

Total  land  acquisition  expenditure  (Edmonton  only)  $260,000,000. 

Private  parcels  still  in  Edmonton  TUC  (after  reassessment)  150 
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Date:  April  6,  1988 

Subject:  REASSESSMENT  OF  THE  EDMONTON 

TRANSPQRTATION/UTILITY  CORRIDOR 

Environment  Minister,  Ken  Kowalski,  today  released  a 
major  reassessment  study  of  the  Edmonton  Transportation/Util ity  Corridor. 

The  Corridor,  located  inside  the  0.8  kilometre  wide 
Restricted  Development  Area  that  surrounds  the  City  of  Edmonton,  was 
established  in  1974  to  provide  space  for  a ring  road,  pipelines, 
powerlines  and  other  utilities,  as  well  as  for  substantial  open  space. 

Stewart,  Weir  and  Co.,  the  consulting  firm  hired  to 
undertake  the  study,  have  examined  conceptual  plans  prepared  by  the 
Province  in  1979,  and  have  recommended  land  requirements  for  the  Corridor 
based  on  the  most  up-to-date  projections. 

Since  1974,  when  the  first  leg  of  the  Edmonton 
Transportation/Util  ity  Corridor  went  into  place,  the  Provincial  Government 
has  acquired  over  two  thirds  of  the  required  lands,  and  has  approved  about 
120  kilometres  of  pipeline  and  powerline  installations.  The  first  phase 
of  the  ring  road,  which  runs  between  Whitemud  Drive  and  Highway  16,  is  now 
under  construction. 

"The  Corridor  will  continue  to  provide  such  benefits  as 
conservation  of  developable  land,  limiting  environmental  impact  by 
concentrating  utilities,  safety  and  land  use  certainty,  to  the  City  of 
Edmonton  and  adjacent  municipalities  for  generations,"  commented  the 
Environment  Minister. 
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"Another  benefit  to  the  regional  community  will  be  a 
substantial  amount  of  open  space,  some  of  which  can  be  used  for 
recreational  purposes,"  he  added. 

Mr.  Kowalski  advised  that  "it  is  the  Government's 
intention  to  carry  out  a survey  of  the  new  Transportation/Util ity  Corridor 
boundary." 

The  release  of  the  reassessment  report  and  the 
subsequent  survey  of  the  Corridor  boundary  are  positive  steps  that  will 
increase  public  awareness  and  understanding  of  the  value  of  long-range 
planning,  and  provide  certainty  to  landowners. 

Landowners  presently  located  within  the  Restricted 
Development  Area  will  be  informed  by  letter  of  the  status  of  their  lands. 
The  numerous  reassessment  reports  and  maps  are  available  to  the  public 
through  Alberta  Environment's  Library  on  the  14th  Floor  of  Oxbridge  Place, 
9820  - 106  Street,  Edmonton,  Alberta  T5K  2J6  or  by  calling  427-5870. 

Copies  of  individual  maps  may  be  requested  through  the 
Land  Use  Branch  on  the  15th  Floor  of  the  Standard  Life  Centre,  10405 
Jasper  Avenue,  Edmonton,  Alberta  T5J  3N4  or  by  calling  427-6208. 
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For  more  information  contact: 

Lee  McKibben/George  Murphy  Janet  Austin 

Alberta  Environment  Alberta  Environment 

Environmental  Assessment  Division  Communications  Branch 


427-6208 


427-6267 


Alberta  Environment 
Communications  Branch 
Oxbridge  Place 
9820  - 106  Street 
Edmonton,  Alberta  T5K  2J6 

Telephone:  (403)  427-6267 


